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An Alma author, and founding member of the 
Pine River Superfund Citizens Task Force, has 
written her second book regarding the group’s 
efforts in helping get various contaminated sites 
left behind by the Velsicol Chemical Co. reme-
diated.

In 2015, Jane (Keon) Jelenek published her first 
book, “Tombstone Town,” that highlighted the 
years from 1998, when the task force was formed 
as a community advisory group (CAG) to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency,, through 2013.

Her new book, “Toxic Town Cleanup,” details 
what has taken place from 2014 through last year.

“This book continues the chronicle of our 
group, picking up where the first book left off,” 
Jelenek said. “Even though we are much closer to 
achieving our goals of getting the best cleanup 
possible for the St. Louis contaminated sites, the 
new book ends in 2023 and a third one will be 
necessary to tell the end of the story.”
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A Mt. Pleasant hospital has again earned an 
“A” safety grade from a nonprofit organization 
that collects and publishes data on the safety, 
quality, and affordability of health care in the 
United States.

McLaren Central Michigan has earned an “A” 
hospital safety grade from the Leapfrog Group, a 
national distinction that recognizes the hospital’s 
achievements in protecting patients from harm 
while providing safe, compassionate health care.

The highest achievable recognition, grades are 
assigned based on a hospital’s performance in 
preventing medical errors, injuries, accidents, in-
fections, and other harm to patients in their care, 
as well as patient experience.

“This Leapfrog ‘A’ grade is a testament to the 
level of dedication and commitment our incredi-
ble team of providers and caregivers give to their 
patients each and every day,” said Robert David, 
McLaren Central Michigan president and CEO. 
“Our team has established a culture built on qual-
ity care and passion for their work, and our pride 
in this accomplishment is that it is one that pos-
itively impacts our patients and the community 
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Hope Elizabeth May spends a lot of 
time nurturing.

A professor of ancient philosophy, 
philosophy of law, moral problems, 
Aristotle, philosophy of international 
criminal law, peace, justice and human 
rights, May is also an attorney who 
worked as a visiting professor in the 
office of the prosecutor in the Inter-
national Criminal Court in the Hague, 
Netherlands.

Throughout her career, May has de-
voted time to educate students about 
the effort in the years before World 
War I to create a legal framework be-
tween nations that would solve dis-

putes as alternatives to armed conflict.
She also delved into CMU President 

E.C. Warriner’s involvement in the pre-
WWI peace movement.

It was a natural progression for May 
to get involved in a peace movement in 
Japan after the bombing of Hiroshima 
toward the end of World War II.

May visited Hiroshima in 2013 and 
2014, learning about Hiroshima Peace 
Culture, and several “Hibakusha,” or 
survivors of the atomic bombings, vis-
ited CMU.

In 2021, May began working on a 
project to nurture Gingko tree saplings 
that survived the bombing, hoping to 
shed more light on the peace culture 
and efforts to bring life from the de-
struction.

After meeting the ambassadors of 
the Hiroshima Peace Culture, May was 
inspired to organize a Hiroshima-Na-
gasaki poster exhibition and accompa-
nying testimony of the atomic bomb 
survivors in 2014.

May’s work led to her learning about 
“Green Legacy Hiroshima,” an initia-
tive spearheaded by a team including 
Nassrine Azimi, a founding director of 
the United Nations Institute for Train-
ing and Research.

Green Legacy Hiroshima works 
with international partners by send-
ing them seeds from trees that sur-
vived the bombing, and May is now in 
possession of some of the seedlings, 
with plans to eventually plant them 
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Central Michigan University Professor Hope Elizabeth May during the taping of a documentary at the Gingko Tree Inn in Mt. 
Pleasant.
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Jay’s Sporting Goods will host a 
hard to miss Christmas event this 

weekend with Wildflower and Wren 
markets.

This cabin-themed market will 
be “bringing all the cheer” on Sun-
day, November 24th. The event will 
be located at 8800 South Clare Av-
enue in Clare from 11am to 3pm. 
This outdoor Christmas market will 
include over 40 hand-picked arti-
sans and merchants, live music, 

cozy bonfires, complimentary spe-
cial drinks, and a variety of decor  
displays.

General admission is $5, with 12 and 
under being free.

Early bird tickets are also available 
for purchase at

Early bird tickets allow shopping ac-
cess at 10am for a personal shopping 
experience.

CLARE

Jay’s to host outdoor Christmas market
Cabin-themed event to 
be held this weekend

MT. PLEASANT

‘It is encouraging to 
see the efforts of many 
show promising results’

CMU professor involved in Hiroshima sapling project
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we are privileged to serve.
“It’s an honor and privi-

lege to work with our team 
every day.”

All hospitals across the 
statewide McLaren Health 
Care system improved 
grades, including Petos-
key-based McLaren North-
ern Michigan, which also 
earned an A.

“We are excited to see 
a decisive improvement 
across our system in these 
grades, especially con-
sidering the focused and 
deliberate efforts imple-
mented across our care 
sites throughout the state,” 
said Justin Klamerus, Mc-
Laren Health Care ex-
ecutive vice president 
and chief clinical offi-
cer. “While we have been 
steadfast in our confidence 

of the level of safe, quality 
care provided within our 
facilities, we also under-
stand and respect the in-
fluence Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grades have on our 
patients and communities 
we serve.

“We are grateful to 
all of our physicians and 
staff that these grades are 
trending in the direction 
that is aligned with our 
culture of safety and clin-
ical excellence. Though 
the focus on patient safety 
is one that is always on-
going, it is encourag-
ing to see the efforts of 
many show promising  
results.”

The Leapfrog Group 
uses publicly available hos-
pital safety data to assign 
grades to hospitals twice 
a year. The methodology 
is peer-reviewed, and the 
resulting grades are pro-
vided to the public free of 
charge.

McLaren
FROM PAGE 1

Although she certainly 
has the credentials to be 
an author, having been 
an English literature ma-
jor, instructor at Alma 
College, and a reporter 
for the Morning Sun, Sag-
inaw News and Gratiot 
County Herald, will she be 
the one to write the final  
chapter?

“I don’t plan to, and I 
have asked the new chair-
person of our CAG to take 
on that task,” Jelenek said. 
“Brittany Fremion is a pro-
fessor of history at CMU 
and a wonderful writer.”

The task force was 
founded to serve as the 
voice of the community 
when the EPA began reme-
diation work at the highly 
contaminated 52-acre for-
mer Velsicol Chemical 
Co. plant site in St. Louis 
and a portion of the adja-
cent Pine River and mill  
pond.

Since 1998, cleanup has 
taken place at other nearby 
polluted locations, includ-
ing the Velsicol Burn Pit 
near Hidden Oaks Golf 
Course, and Smith Farm, 
Gratiot County Landfill 
and the Breckenridge Ra-
dioactive Site, all in Beth-
any Township.

Jelenek noted her most 
recent book “details the 
cleanup of 12 blocks of res-
idential yards (nearest the 
plant property), the un-
derground heating treat-
ment of contaminants, 
downstream f loodplain 
investigation, the excava-
tion of over 100,000 tons 
of contaminated soil from 
the area of the (plant) site 
closest to M-46 and the 
ongoing tension between 
volunteers on the task 
force and the government 
agencies handling the  
cleanups.”

Much of the contami-
nation of the properties 
is attributed to Velsicol 
and its predecessor, Mich-
igan Chemical Co., which 
both manufactured a vari-

ety of toxic substances on 
the site, including DTT and 
the now infamous polybro-
minated biphenyl or PBB, 
which in 1973 was mistak-
enly mixed with a nutri-
tional cattle supplement 
and sold throughout the 
state by Farm Bureau.

By the time the error 
was discovered it had re-
sulted in what has been 
termed “the worst agricul-
tural disaster” in Michigan 
history resulting in the de-
struction of tens of thou-
sands cattle, pigs, sheep, 
chickens and other live-
stock that had ingested 
the contaminated feed. It 
also entered the human 
food chain exposing an es-
timated 8.5 million people 
to the toxic chemical.

According to Jelenek, 
thus far the EPA and Mich-
igan Department of Envi-
ronment, Great Lakes and 
Energy have spent more 
than $250 million of tax-
payer funds cleaning up 
the contamination on the 
plant site and it will likely 
cost an additional $125 
million before work is com-
plete.

In addition, once reme-
diation is finished it will 
cost about $2 million a 
year for maintenance and 
the operation of treatment 
facilities on the property 
into perpetuity.

Jelenek self-published 
her book using Kindle Cre-

ate and it’s now available 
on Amazon both in trade-

size paperback for $15 and 
e-book for $5.
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Jane Jelenek, a founding member of the Pine River 
Superfund Citizens Task Force, has written her second 
book, “Toxic Town Cleanup,” regarding the group’s efforts 
in helping get various contaminated sites left behind by 
the Velsicol Chemical Co. remediated. Her granddaughter, 
Lynzee Harrison of Alma, a professional photographer, 
created the book’s cover.

in Nelson Park in Mt. Pleas-
ant when they are strong 
enough to endure the Mich-
igan winter.

First housed in the CMU 
greenhouse, where direc-
tor Karin Johnson cared 
for them, the seedlings 
have been at May’s house 
since June, where John-
son recommended that 
their pots be buried into 
the ground to keep their 
roots warm and to develop 
the hardiness needed for  
winter.

Instead, May and oth-
ers put the pots into larger 
buckets, surrounded by 
mulch to keep them warm.

Mt. Pleasant City Com-
missioner Boomer Wing-

ard, a student of May’s 
during his years at CMU, 
was contacted about the 
project in January 2023 
by Eric Urbaniak of CMU’s 
Central Sustainability 
shortly after taking office 
and believes if the saplings 
can make it through their 
first Michigan winter, they 
will represent an immense 
cultural asset to the com-
munity.

Before they can be 
planted at Nelson Park, 
they need to be larger and 
stronger, and that’s what 
May is hoping to accom-
plish.

Because the saplings 
have to be of a certain ma-
turity level and size before 
they can be re-planted 
that might not happen this 
spring, May sees their care 
as a teachable moment to 
show what’s involved in 

their care and the atten-
tion they need.

“I think we might be an-
other year out…we have 
a ways to go,” May said. 
“However, maybe these 
saplings will have a growth 
spurt.

“I just do not know. If I 
was to bet, I would say next 
year.”

May thinks in today’s 
fast-paced world, it’s im-
portant to understand the 
rewards of patience and 
care.

“In our fast paced world, 
I find that we do not appre-
ciate that time and care is 
needed to grow things of 
value,” she said. “Further, 
the students who were 
originally involved have 
moved on, and one needs 
to ‘pass on’ the story to new 
generations of people.”

Nurturing the saplings 

is one of the many aspects 
of May’s efforts to promote 
peace education.

May was recently in-
volved in an international 
documentary filmed at the 
Gingko Tree Inn in Mt. 
Pleasant — which natu-
rally has a Gingko tree in 
the front yard.

Both the saplings and the 
documentary are part of 
her commitment to peace 
education, as was E.C. War-
riner so many years ago, 
and both are connected 
to the Nobel Peace Prize, 
which May said is another 
effort at peace education.

May was interviewed 
about Bertha von Suttner, 
an Austro-Bohemian noble-
woman, pacifist and nov-
elist who became the sec-
ond female Nobel laureate 
after Marie Curie and the 
first woman to be awarded 

the Nobel Peace Prize.
Quoting von Suttner, 

May said “education does 
not just happen in a class-
room, it is lifelong and con-
tinuous.”

Through her small non-
profit, the Cora di Brazza 
Foundation, May supports 
public-facing, non-class-
room initiatives, including 
caring for the saplings.

The saplings are con-
nected to many important 
life lessons, May said, not-
ing that they invite themes 
of resilience, fortitude, nur-
ture, care, education, con-
sciousness raising and oth-
ers.

“It also invites conver-
sations of gender because 
there are male and female 
Gingko trees, and we do 
not know which gender a 
sapling is until it is about 
20 years old,” May said.
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By Hanna Arhirova  
and Illia Novikov
The Associated Press

KYIV, UKRAINE >> Ukraine 
fired several American-sup-
plied longer-range missiles 
into Russia, officials said 
Tuesday, marking the first 
time Kyiv used the weap-
ons that way in 1,000 days 
of war.

The use of the Army Tac-
tical Missile System, known 
as ATACMS, came as Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin formally lowered the 
threshold for using nuclear 
weapons, opening the door 
to a potential nuclear re-
sponse by Moscow to even 
a conventional attack by 
any nation supported by a 
nuclear power. That could 
include Ukrainian attacks 
backed by the U.S.

A Telegram channel affili-
ated with the Ukrainian mil-
itary posted a video Tuesday 
that it says shows U.S.-sup-
plied ATACMS missiles be-
ing fired from an undis-
closed location in Ukraine. 
The Associated Press could 
not independently verify the 
date and location the video 
was filmed.

According to a U.S. of-
ficial, Ukraine fired about 
eight of the missiles, and 
just two were intercepted 

by the Russians. The official 
said that the U.S. was still 
assessing battle damage, 
but that the missiles struck 
an ammunition supply loca-
tion in Karachev, a city of 
about 18,000 people in Rus-
sia’s Bryansk region. The of-
ficial spoke on the condition 
of anonymity to discuss in-
telligence assessments.

T he  deve lopment s 
marked a worrying esca-
lation in the conflict that 
has repeatedly ratcheted 
up international tensions. 
U.S. officials recently ex-
pressed dismay at Russia’s 
deployment of North Ko-
rean troops to help it fight 
Ukraine, while Moscow 
seethed when Washington 

eased restrictions on the 
ATACMS in recent days.

The 1,000-day mark 
has magnified scrutiny 
of how the war is unfold-
ing and how it might end, 
amid signs that a turning 
point may be coming with 
U.S. President-elect Donald 
Trump entering the White 
House in about two months’ 
time. Trump has pledged to 
swiftly end the war and has 
criticized the amount the 
U.S. has spent on support-
ing Ukraine.

Neither Russia nor 
Ukraine can sustain the 
war for a long time, analysts 
say, though Russia would be 
able to keep going for longer 
due to its vaster resources.

Ukraine fires several U.S.-made longer-
range missiles into Russia for first time

By The Associated Press

President Vladimir Pu-
tin on Tuesday formally low-
ered the threshold for Rus-
sia’s use of its nuclear weap-
ons, a move that follows U.S. 
President Joe Biden’s deci-
sion to let Ukraine strike 
targets inside Russian ter-
ritory with American-sup-
plied longer-range missiles.

The new doctrine allows 
for a potential nuclear re-
sponse by Moscow even to 
a conventional attack on 
Russia by any nation that 
is supported by a nuclear 
power.

Russia’s Defense Minis-
try said Ukraine fired six 
U.S.-made ATACMS mis-
siles early Tuesday at a mil-
itary facility in Russia’s 
Bryansk region that bor-
ders Ukraine, adding that 
air defenses shot down five 
of them and damaged one 
more. Ukraine’s military 
claimed the strike hit a Rus-
sian ammunition depot.

While the doctrine envi-
sions a possible nuclear re-
sponse by Russia to such a 
conventional strike, it is for-
mulated broadly to avoid a 
firm commitment to use nu-
clear weapons and keep Pu-
tin’s options open.

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov emphasized 
that the Ukrainian strike 

in Bryansk marked an es-
calation and urged the U.S. 
and other Western allies to 
study the modernized nu-
clear doctrine.

“If the long-range mis-
siles are used from the ter-
ritory of Ukraine against 
the Russian territory, it 
will mean that they are con-
trolled by American mil-
itary experts and we will 
view that as a qualitatively 
new phase of the Western 
war against Russia and re-
spond accordingly,” Lavrov 
said on the sidelines of the 
G20 meeting in Brazil with-
out elaborating.

The approval of the doc-
ument demonstrates Pu-
tin’s readiness to tap his 
nuclear arsenal to force the 
West to back down as Mos-
cow presses a slow-moving 
offensive in Ukraine as the 
war reached its 1,000th day.

Asked Tuesday if a 
Ukrainian attack with lon-
ger-range U.S. missiles 
could potentially trigger a 
nuclear response, Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
answered affirmatively, 
pointing to the doctrine’s 
provision that holds the 
door open for it after a con-
ventional strike that raises 
critical threats for the “sov-
ereignty and territorial in-
tegrity: of Russia and its 
ally, Belarus.

Putin lowers threshold 
for using nuclear arsenal

LACHEN PYSHE TELEGRAM VIA AP 

U.S.-supplied ATACMS missiles being fired from an 
undisclosed location in Ukraine on Tuesday.
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